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Mask exhaustion and price jump due to new corona infection spread

Osamu Nakajima

Abstract: The new coronavirus infection that became a pandemic in 2020 caused an unprecedented shortage of
masks. The demand for masks was explosive, and the scramble for Chinese-made masks, which the world
depended on, began to rise, leading to soaring prices. In March, I decided to import non-woven masks made in
China to Japan as cheaply as possible with my friend's Chinese broker. However, the demand for general-
purpose masks soon became saturated, and it became hardly sold in May, causing a price collapse. There are
many masks that are not cheap enough to guarantee the quality, so how should the Japanese who know that
choose a necessitated mask to prepare for the coming second wave of corona infection?
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