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Analysis of food product recalls from 2015 to 2021

-Considerations on prevention of food recalls related to labeling-

Matsumoto Takashi

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to analyze the trends of about 6,000 food product recalls that
occurred in Japan from 2015 to 2021 and to obtain suggestions for countermeasures.

Recalls caused by manufacturers, which account for about 80% of the total, were classified according to
food-related regulations and 32 recall reasons. Those related to expiration/best-before date labeling and
allergen labeling in the packaging process, and those related to foreign material contamination and microbial
contamination in the manufacturing process, were the majority. Furthermore, when classified by food
category, the top 7 rankings, including "lunch boxes / side dishes" and "confectionery", accounted for about
70%, and there was a tendency for recall reasons for each category.

Considering recall measures related to food labeling, obtaining information for labeling creation at the
product design stage and training corresponding human resources, utilizing ISO 9001 design reviews, work
instructions, process control, shipping in the packaging process. It was suggested that the utilization of
HACCP such as the previous inspection is effective.

keywords : Food product recall, Food Labeling Act, Food Sanitation Law, Food labeling, Risk management
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