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The Impact of Progress of Autonomous Vehicle on Product Liability
and Automobile Liability

Sano Makoto

Abstract : This paper examines the impact of progress of autonomous vehicle on the current liability system and
victim relief system, and the future of these systems. In the automobile operator liability system under the Au-
tomobile Liability Security Law, whether the concept of ‘automobile operator” and the concept of ‘other person’
can be maintained even in autonomous vehicle, and the impact on the exemption requirement become issues.
In the product liability system under the PL Law, the evaluation of defects and the proof of defects in autono-
mous vehicle equipment are issues. In addition, as the form of the accident changes from the one caused by the
driver's negligence to the one caused by the automobile itself, there arises a problem that the person who caus-
es the risk and the person who bears the accident cost are separated from each other. On the other hand, from
the viewpoint of relief for self-driving car victims, automobile operators as victims, hacking accident victims,
victims to whom the comparative negligence reduction is applied, etc., a no-fault insurance system should be
introduced.
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