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Trend Analysis and consideration on countermeasures for the

prevention of food product recall of imported foods in Japan
Matsumoto Takashi

Abstract : In Japan, 700 to 800 food product recalls per year have been reported between 2018 and 2020. In
this study, on the recalls of imported foods, which accounted for about 10%, recall trends were analyzed and
preventive measures were considered.

The number of imported food recalls was less than 10% of the total, but the annual number of quarantine vio-
lations was comparable to the total number of recalls. By country, China and the United States were the most
common, and the two reasons for violations were microbial contamination and mycotoxins detection, which ac-
counted for about 50% of the total. In order to prevent recalls of imported foods, regarding the Food Sanitation
Law, it is necessary for the importer to confirms the process control and quality control of the manufacturer of
the importer, and to manage that the company complies with domestic regulations such as pesticide residues.
Regarding food labeling, the laws and regulations are different between exporting countries and Japan, so im-
porters must be aware that labeling must be created in accordance with laws and regulations such as the Food
Labeling Act.

Keywords : food product recall, imported food, quarantine, Food labeling act, Food sanitation law.
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