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Issues in Child Injury Prevention

Examination based on the Accident triangle by Heinrich and Injury Report

Tokoro Mariko
Center for Child Daycare Safety

Abstract : Injuries are the leading cause of death among children in Japan. Heinrich's triangle has been a well-
known principle in the field of child injury prevention. However, there is currently no evidence to validate that
this theory, derived from occupational accidents among adults, is applicable to children.

The study analyzed injury reports from educational and childcare facilities in Japan and found that there were
no cases of children dying because of fractures, although the most frequently reported injury was a fracture.
Hence, Heinrich's triangle does not necessarily applicable to injury involving children. In addition, the definition
of the term "near miss" may be incorrectly used in Japan.

ISO/IEC Guide 50, the international child product safety standard, emphasizes the importance of addressing
child development and child-specific hazards in preventing injuries in children. Child injuries are strongly linked
to child growth and development. In order to prevent injuries involving children, it is essential to focus on 1)
hazards that can directly lead to death, such as choking due to body or neck entrapment; and 2) the inherent
characteristics of children and the understanding that children are not simply small adults.

keywords : Child Injury Prevention, Accident triangle by Heinrich, ISO/IEC Guide50, Injury Report
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